Documents from Governor Ralph Carr’s Collection

1939-1943

Colorado Governor Ralph L. Carr, who served one term from 1939 until 1943, was one of the few U.S.
governors who did not give in to the war hysteria. While he favored declaring war against the Japanese
after Pearl Harbor, he did not believe that the Japanese-Americans should be stripped of their rights,
especially if they were United States citizens. On the other hand, he had to uphold the federal laws, which
dictated that Japanese-Americans from the West Coast were to be interned in camps where they lost
many freedoms regardless of their citizenship status.

The attitudes of Carr and Americans about the Japanese can be seen through Governor Carr's
correspondence files (please see below). The war obviously stirred up some very strong and emotional
opinions as these letters to Governor Carr clearly indicate.

As Carr was leaving office, he warned the State Legislature about the threat of U.S. citizens losing their
freedoms in the "Address of the Honorable Ralph L. Carr, Governor of Colorado Delivered before the
Joint Session of the Colorado Legislature Thirty-fourth Session at Denver January 8, 1943:"

“The Allied armies are battling today, carrying all the force of civilization against a plan which would control the
lives of all other people and determine their courses. A plan which would move into any state and say to its farmers,
to its industrialists, to its housewives and to its business men that they must change their chosen ways of life...

Have we come to the point in this country where it is necessary, in order for us to live, that we must modify and
control the attitudes and thoughts and actions of every human being in America according to a chart developed by
some group which would make us conform to a national scheme?”



pative Sons of Colorado:

Your nation ls at warid
The tne thing we can and must do for our eountry in this war
ig to keep thoss 30,000 allen Japs wolen 1t is propdsed to bring
from Califernie, sut of our 3tste. “e now have 1,869 native born
and 345 allen born Japs in Tolorado.

Japan is one of the most mountainous countries in the —orld.
211 we have to de to make the Jopa fecl rignt at home is o bring
then here and turn thea losse In our foot-hills. 111 vou have to
o to malke their vietory coaplete in the Facifie 13 to fortlfy
thoa back of the Accky lountains and theyr will sson contrel all
tie territery betwoen Colorade end the Facifle coast. Flkes Feak
would make & jood lookeut for them. At home they llve on the
hizaest portion of that huge chain of acuntalng which lles on the
sdvanced frontier of the Asiatie Continent. It would be far bet-
Ler to establisn this Jap menace out in the open desert uiers se-
cret hiding places are not made to order as they are ln our aoun-
tains, and where guerrille warfarc and sabotage could be pravent-
ed. Zorder patrols on the desert esuld caslly handle these alliee
and there would be no danser froa thelr treacherous activitlics.
Colorado will be needed as a [ortificetion fer our own people be-
fore this frichtful migatmare 18 over.

De you Xnew that the Mative Sons of Califernla have been tell-
ing of tals yellow peril for 25 years? Toey speak of the Japs'®
Feaceful Invasion? and say that the Tellow Japs alded by the

‘faite Jape have acquired title to and occupy nueh of the state's
best agricultural land, as well as consicereble othor acreage in
STRATEGIC LOCATICHS.

¢. M. Hunt, Editer of Srizzly 3ear ‘azezine says, "We are
prepared to prove, witheut gualifiestion from the mouths of Jep-
anese themselveg, tiat they constitute 2 menace to our institu=
tions and governnment; that they are cdiametrically aggnseﬂ to the
principles established Wy the founders of thls repualie, 7o have
the factg - authoritative and incentrovertable.

"Hed the Japs been prohlblted fres colonizing ln stratezle
locatlons, had Jepan been denied tae privilegze of uslng Talifer-
nia as a breeding ground for duml eitizons (Hisel), the treash-
crous Japs would not heve aottacked Fearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1341, end
this country would not today be st war with Japan.

"California today is in zrave dunzer froa within;waile Calif-
orrla authorities aave beer sleeplng tae Jeps have been falthful-
1y carrying on for thelr beloved Esperor."

Herbert Hoover says, "Thers is just one job before tae Ameri-
can paople. We must defest this invasion by Japan and we aust
fight it in any place that will defeat ft.”

For 45 years Japan has besn prepzring for thls war. i1 a
arnd navael service nas been zompulser: for all oales between th
ages af 1T and 45 vyears. Japan has Desn engazed in a ger
congquests and uprisings since the Yaar 1234, wien Gommodor
invaded the harbor of Uraga with & squedron of U, S. Naval
vessels and enferced & treaty wilen eocopelied Japan teo establish
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soeiation with otaer rations and thus ended her isolation

-

poliey of 218 years,

Cur boys have signed up to ce all in their Jover to fizat
for and to protect thelr eountry. Already taere are enougn Colo-
rede boys in the service to man two battleships.

How well prepered as thcy te perform this task? Do we real-
ize wnat we have sent our fino clean boys out to do? Do we know
tnat taey were mowed down lilke flles by Japencse machine guns in
the rald on Fearl Harber? Some of thea were thrown over beard inte

flaming oil, burning on the watars of that bemutiful bay? lore than
3,000 of thenm gave up their lives out 4-r4h.+—ianuiy—4¢iaaﬂ—e{-?aka

wihere they were sent to live like sentinels on an outpose to pre-
tect the shiores of the west cozst of Americea.

Japan has been deeply sntagonistie and resentful of all
American authority in what she conslders Asiatie Territory and has
felt keenly her loss of Fort Arthur, ever since her suecessful con-
gquest of China In 1895, when Russlia, Germany and France interfered
and helped to witnhold the Liatung [eninsula epd Fort Arthur (for-
tifled by Buasia) and forced hor to accept a cash settlement for
these conquered places., Our hkeys arce up azalnst that Jap. hatred.

If there ever was a need for this organization of MNatiwve
sons to funetion for the zood of our Mother State, Tolorade, it is
HOWl  What excuse have we to be an organization 1if we do not arousc
ourselves and prevent these aluend-cyed sons of the Crient from be-
ing dumped on our door step. The Japancse challen+e has invaded
your own home state territery. That will your ensver be?

lir. Robert Tarren, Direcctor of “olorado 2tate
2urcean, wlll discuss the subject, "7ILL 70LORADC FIAIT
TC 3 SENT TO COLORADO" at tiie at the Dalv Auditorium,
St., entrance al rear of ouildiny frou IGth Street side, Thursda
February 1%, 8 F.>'. -

kr. arren has reguested the coop
of Colorade in protecting our ntete ava
therel

.

e ion of the Natlve Sons
inst this Jap invasion. 3Ze

1942 dues arf due. Get your NSC badge and wear it.

- On aceount of illness in the ly of wrour rresident, Chas.
T. lmhoney, no election of afficers was held in Jaruary, Officers
will be wlected at this meeting.

Joln your brothers in thelr all out effort to protect your
steta. Our boys wont want Japs in our mountains!

Charles T. I'shoncy, fresident C. 3. Aussell, Viee-Frogident

. 7, Hall, See-Treas. PE3OL7? . L. I"urphy, Ee:.Chmn. CH 5535
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First Methodist Church
Rufus €. Bakee, B.B., Ministee
Momarh J. Fumos, ?mtﬁllmhh':

Sprure nt Fonrteently Street
Beulber, Colorebe

April 17, 1942

Governor Halph 3, Carr
Denver, Colorado

Dear Governor Carr,

The Minlsters' Assoclatlion of Boulder, Colorado,
have asked me to write you, expressing our sincerse ap-
preciation of your high-minded and statesman-like at-
titude toward the whole snemy &lien guestlon, especlally
as it rdletes to our clear oblipgation aa a atate to co-
operate wilth the Federal Goverpnment in accepting our
full quota of Japansse and others belng evacuated from
the Pacifle coast area 45 & NECASSArY WAr MEASUre.

The many Japanase now residing in owr state, as
well as those living in the Paciflec coast area, have
made for themselves a well=deserved reputatlion for in-
dustry and thrift; are law-ablding and have through
the ysara conducted themselves well. Many of them are
native born, many are Christians, and all of them de-
serve as human beinga ths right to be Judged in this as
in every other situation as individuals, and not whole-
sals condemnatlon simply because they belong to a race
or netionality with which we just now chance to be at
WA s

A letter written by a large number of ministers
of 3ante Barbara, Californie, to thelr Japanese fellow-
townamen, who were belng evacuated, 1s most partinent.
They wrote: "For twe generations you have been & val-
gable influsnce 1n our community. BY your industry,
intelligence, friendliness amd sincerity you have won
the reapect of your nelghbors. You have added greatly
to our resources and to our moral and religious cul-
ture. The tragedy of a war betwsen our country and
Japan which 18 not of your mekling nor of your choosing
malkes 1t necessary that we be separated for a time, but
we assure you tha our friendship has not been dla=
turbed. May God keep you safe and return you to us un-
harmed in body, mind and spirit." Surel a paople
whom they so hlghly eateem, snd whom they Hope to re=-
celve back once the emergency has passed, we can re-
eeive and give refuge and human consideratlion during
this perlod of crilsis.

We of America can bring no honor to ourselves
nor commend Democraecy and the Americen way of 1life to
others by surrendsring to hysterla, or persecuting




Hirst Methodist Church

Hefus €. Brker, 1.0, Mbrister
Lrenzrh J. Bomeat, ._tu.u-.-a-.- AHiniater
Spruce ot Foordeenth Street
Bouslieer, Colorabo

- 1

the enemy within our gates, little lesgthe loyal,
smerican~born and law-ablding Jepanese who conslder
Amarica & thelr home.

Your several statements on thils guestlon and your
continued sffort to keep the pecople of Coloradofrom
surrendering to pre judlce and base passions in this
erlais 1is moat commendable and greatly appreclated by
[FE: 1

Sincerely yours,

Cﬁdfw@.&m
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" i / April 21, 1942

DIr, Bufus ¢, Baker

Firtt Yethodist Church
Spruce at Fourteenth Street
Boulder, Colorado

Ky dear [r. Daker,

May I thenk you and the members of the Mulsters fs-
soclaticn of loulder for the fine letter of April seven-
teenth regarding my attitude towsrd dnpayonbivdtcnnd, par-

leularly, those Japanese, both citlcens snd nk¥icnals,
who are belng evacuated from the Paeifis Const,

I em spesking my feelings all over Colorads, and up
untll now I have been met with eympethy and understanding.
I belleve that il we will continue to earry the Laoner and
try te show the people the true philesspphy of thls situa-
tion, we shall ccavince them mnd turn® this apparent diffi-
culty into a benefit for all af oup poople,

Yours sincerely,

Governor of Colorade
BLCimlp




A letter to U.S. Attorney Thomas J. Morrissey (c. June or July, 1942) documents Carr’s opposition to the
denial of the Civil Rights of Japanese-Americans and also asks for clarification on who has jurisdiction
over the Japanese people who are coming to Colorado from the West Coast:
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3,_.' ! Honorsble Thomas J. Morrisssy
\ND. . Doited Btates tttorney
"~ Distriet of Colorado
Post Office Bullding
“ “Deniver, Colorado
My dear Mr. Morrissey:

A probtlem has developed in Colerado in common with the other inland
gtates of the Hooky Mountain West. It grows out of a recent Order of the
Fresldent, establishing military zones along the Pacific Coast, within
which enemy aliens may mot remain during the war emergency. WNo official
communioation has resched this office. But our information is that not
only persons who are suspected of active, actual emmity against our soum-
try are to be tramsferred, but that persens of imerican birth of Japanese
recial origin and so-called Jepencse nationals ms well are being urged to
leave the restricted somes immedistely.

As the result of this, many persons, both Americen cltisens and such
Jupanese nationals who, because of their failure or legal imabllity %o be-

come naturalized, are coming to Colorade seeking a haven where they may

sarn & living and support their families during the war.




-2-
You will remesber that whea the proposed transfer of allen enemies

from military sones first arcse, it was amounced by me as Governor that

the military forces to oars for undesirables who might be brought to Cole=
‘rado, This was aot an invitation to snybody however. Regerdless of our
attitude or of our desires, they are moving end being moved and no state--
no EOVArnor--oan or should attempt to deny them admission. Federal laws
and orders in & war smergency dictate our positicn, That statement dealt
with persoms who, it was understood, would be daprived of their freedom
and under full and ocmplete supervision and econtrol.

That policy 18 here reiterated. As one of the forty-elght states,
Calorado has cooperated and will continue to soopermte to the ultimate of
her sbilities and her possessions in the soclution of every problem which
may confront us,.

Thess other persons, who, because of the war eonditions, are obliged
to come or who have already reached Colorado, present ancther question.

It demsnds immediate mction by Federal agencies., While many look to the

S

_ state governmemt for the comtrol of this situstion, it is clear under the




-3-

Comstitution and the law that it is a matter which ls mlmost entirely

withis the jurisdiction of the Federal Government. It is because of this

fmct that I address you, as the tolorado representative of the Deparizent

of Justloe.

An emergency has arisen which cells for a definition of powsrs and &

statement of polliey generally, az well as for eonsideration snd treatment

of the separate individuale,

Letters have some inguiring if there are farm lands in Colorado which

mey be rented. Many ooemumd oations have besn received from land owners

who offer %o rent or donate thelr lands %o these pewsomers, Some have

written askin; for work. MNeny local people want to know 1f they may em-

ploy hmerican cltizens and enesy alisns.

From other angles ocome protests wharein our people demand the imme-

diste interument of all such persons, regardless of thelr legal status,

in conscentration camps where they may be closely guarded. At least ome

mass mesting has been held. Loose talk and wild thrests are made by

gthers which imperil our own citizems in the control er who may be taken

priscmer by Japanese.




-3
Colorade has no alien land lsw, This state bows to those prio-
ciples of American government which give to Mmerioan citlzens the
right to move freely from place to place, to earn a living as they
deem [it or as glroumstances allow, unhampered in thelr movements as
individuals¥ The suggestien that an Aserlean cltisen should be soized,
deprived of bis liberty, or otherwise pleced under restraint without

charge of misconduct snd a hearing is unthinkable

But for the protectlen of our public uwtilities,—water supplies,
mmitions plants, of training schools and military establishments, as
woll as our pecple and their homes—-for the protestion of these very
porsons they should be indused to stay In places where thelr mctivities
may be supervised and guarded. Underisuch an arrangesent, all pecple,
all property, every mctivity would be secure.

These persons bear ldentiflcation eards, signed by Government of=-
ficials on the West Coast, and therefore are to be mccorded the same
sonaideration and treatment under our laws ms other cltizens or non-

naturalised persons who heve entered this country legally.

Under the Comstitution and the laws enacted thereundsr, it be-




-5-
comes the duty and obtligation of the Federal Govermment to deal with
these problems immedictely snd definitely. These perscns have the right
to enter cur state and to live here. Iut our present residents must he
protected., On the other hand, these newcomers owe an obligation to them—
selves and to cur country to conduct themselves with the utmost quietude
and degorum. The policing of their sctivities is a great task. The
safety of these persons 1s threatemed II anything should develop which
might oreate an emotional explésion.

They will soom be coming in such pumbeps that only a clear tml-r-
standing of the law, of the polloles of our Natlon and the rights and
obligatlons of all people will promote pemce and understanding.

¥ay I msk youtn present this matter to the proper agency of the
Federal Coverrmant to the end that these protlems may be sclved gquickly,
sanely and justly.

Colormdans stand ready and eager to perform any duty to uphold the
hands of our lation and her lemders. There is no task they would ashirk,
There ia no obligation which they would avold. Coloradans are American.

There are no state lin t
20 S, ok I ewait your advice and command.

Tours wery truly,




A response by Carr June 2, 1942 to the Philips County Republican Committee, Rex Evans states that he
would refuse to oblige the state to do the job of managing the internment camp:

\
034 Jae 2, 1942

Honorable Rex €. Evana, Chalrman
Republicean County Cemtral Committee
Holyoke, Colorado

¥y dear Hexy

I am grateful to you for yuur letter regarding the preposed re=
moval of Japanese cvecuses Lo a receptlom center in Colorado. I am
more than grateful for your defense of me againat the man who sald
I had asked the Japancse here end wes trylng to btring them inte the
state, My positicn should be too well Ynown for any American citi=
sen %o go wroug sa lt. If a recpption center la eatatblished in
Colorado, it will ba dons by the United States Covernmant,

You will be loterested Lo lmow that the Army hes ostabllshed
rules under which Japaness may ba brought into Colorado to work,
which provides that the state end counbty offlcolials shall azaume
the businens of protecting them and guarding them and absclutely
releasing the United States Juvernment [rom responsltility im that
redpect, I turaed it down as absdlutely unaccepiable and have
written all the heada of the Tlar Helocation “oard and the Army
that if they bring them here, it mmat be in agcordanoce with the
orders whlch evacuated them under the comtrel and axolusive juris-
dietion of the United States. I refuse to accept the oblipetiom
in any sensa.

The pecple who hold the meeting should get ward to Pem H,
Eissenhower, Dirscter of the War Relocation Poard, snd to Jeneral
Dewitt, ocommanding the Third Corps Area in San Francisco. I hawe
nothing in the world to do with 1t. The Federal Jovernment does
not ask me how it shall run its business until it finds a pluce

ere it thinks it can pass me a turdem or get me to take the
btuck, I usually do whatever I can as a patrictiec gesture, but that
doesn't mean I like it a bit,

Thanks so much,

Very truly yours,

Governor of Colorade

RLC:mlp




Many Japanese-Americans wanted to work whether they were interned at the camps or lived on the
outside. Because of the jurisdictional disputes with the federal government, however, Carr could not
promise these Americans assistance:
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§  AAA June 6, 1942

¥r. KElyorh!l Okasocte
Destriet vII

10th Street, Plock §, Unit 4
Sonta Anite Center

Arcadia, Californis

Ky dear Mr. Okemoto:

I think you should addrese the director of the Nar Re=
loeation Board at Ean Prancisco, Californie regarfing your
right to bring o group into Colormde either for the develop=
ment of mines and mineral propertles of for agriouttural
activities, s ’

This has been taken entirely cut of the herds of the
Governors of any of the states, and 1 oamnot offer you
elther advice or encouragemest, I think you know my atti-
tude and the pelicy which T have followed with respect to
all perscns of Japanese origin and kmow that whewever the
United Stater sayr that they shall be removed, Colorads
will receive them mnd & everything which amp fonstitution,
our patricotiem and our Americanism dictats,

Vary truly yours,

Governor of Colormdo




With many young men in the military, there were major labor shortages throughout the state, especially in
the agriculture industry. This letter from the Mayor of Julesburg and Carr’s response documents the labor

shortage and Carr’s efforts to get the internees employment:
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August 28, 1942

Honorable Gecrge He Thompson
Julesturg, Colorado

¥y dear Mayer Thompsomi

1 have your letter about the labor problem in your seotlom.
Fhile I am cstensibly in Califernis only for the purpose of helping
to lsunch a ship which will zo into the British Nawvy end try %o solve
the submarine menace, I sm really here for the purpose of trying %o
get to an understanding with the Army and the Wer Eelocation people
sbout the proper use of Jepenese to harvest ocur crops in Colorado.
The first of these people have already gottem to Oranads, and I think
the arrangestnts which I am making will erable us to take the best who
are willing to work in our flelds and bring bemefits to Colorados

It mmally remaine enly for local officisls to mgree that they
will enforce the lew and ppstect persons and property, and then ar-
rangements I am certeim can be made for the employment of these pecple
during the season when they are nceded, and them they will be returned
to the receptlion ocemter.

This mugt be the solution, and it is the real reasocn why I ocame
to Callifornia,.

Very truly yours,

Oowernor of Colorado
RLCimlp

Motated in Los Angeles August 26, 1542
Sent to Denver for transeriptlon,




